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“It is absolutely wonderful, especially for 
micro-providers who need another ear or eye 
to run something past or who have another 
idea or another way of doing something,” 
Lorna says of the United Way program.

There are just 50,000 quality-rated child 
care seats available to serve the 277,495 
kids under the age of 6 in Michigan, but 
United Way is working to ensure there are 
more Lornas out there. Last year, United Way 
helped increase the number of quality child 
care seats in Michigan by 23,000.

Some of that help comes in the form of 
one-on-one consultations. Becky Adler, one 
of several quality improvement consultants at 
United Way, meets regularly with caregivers 
like Lorna to provide advice, resources and a 
shoulder to lean on.

“A child’s brain is mostly developed 
before kindergarten begins,” Becky says. 
“Early childhood education is an extremely 
important part of any pre-kindergarten 
child care.”

Because of the complexity and scope of 
this work, the state of Michigan has partnered 
with United Way to help improve the quality 
of child care providers in the tri-county region. 

As a resource center for Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties, we offer child care 
trainings and one-on-one personal support. 
Each year, 5,000 child care providers access 
United Way coaching sessions, group 
classes and materials to enhance the quality 
of their care.

“I try to attend as many workshops and 
classes as I possibly can because it’s good to 
stay abreast on the latest and to know and do 
what’s best for all the children,” Lorna says. 
“When you grow, your children grow.”

The love Lorna has for the children she 
cares for shines through. She knows she’s 
making a difference in their lives, and she 
appreciates the role United Way has played 
in helping her make that difference: “I’ve 
benefited to the third power. It’s just amazing 
to me.”

Lorna Parks, owner and operator of House of Joy child care, cares for the six children 
who attend her facility as if they were her own. She uses tools provided by United Way 
to improve her business and ensure that her kids get everything they need.
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You can help make your community 
stronger by planning a gift to 

support United Way’s future. Visit 
LiveUnitedSEM.planmylegacy.org 

to learn more.  

Lorna Parks 
reads a book 
while one of 
the attendees 
of her child 
care points 
out numbers 
and counts.
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YOUR SEARCH FOR THE 
PERFECT GIFT IS OVER

PLAN WITH 
A PURPOSE   
Putting your wishes 
in writing ensures 
that the people and 
causes you love will 
be taken care of in 
the future. Whether 
you are considering 
a will or need to 
update an existing 
one, our free resource 
Your Will Planning 
Timeline guides you 
through every stage 
of planning. Simply 
return the enclosed 
reply card to request 
your copy.
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change. References to estate and 
income taxes include federal taxes 
only. State income/estate taxes or 
state law may impact your results. 

We all have one: a box in the attic or 
closet where we put gifts from loved 
ones that don’t quite match our needs
or styles. It’s the “re-gift” stash.  

This year, you can make sure that your gifts 
to loved ones stay out of their re-gift box 
simply by rethinking what you give to those 
closest to you.

Give a Meaningful Gift
As you celebrate birthdays, anniversaries 
and other special occasions with friends and 
family this year, take a moment to reflect on 
what’s truly important to your loved ones. 

If that person values important work we 
do in Greater Detroit to build pathways to 
independent and happy families, consider 
making a gift to United Way in his or 
her honor.
 A tribute gift can make your loved one feel 
special because you are celebrating and 
supporting a cause that’s important in his or 
her life. Plus, you don’t run the risk of giving 
a gift that someone neither wants nor needs. 

Give From the Heart 
To learn more about gifts 

that will truly touch your loved ones, 
contact Denise Fleckenstein today.

Honor a Loved One’s Memory
If you’ve recently lost someone close to you, 
celebrating a special occasion this year might be 
bittersweet as you think about a loved one who isn’t 
part of the festivities. If strengthening our community 
was important to your loved one, a gift to United Way 
in his or her memory can be a meaningful way to 
make that special person part of your celebrations. 


